
Science has for years been unequivocal in its
proclamations that the world is getting warmer. The
summer months of 2021 have been the warmest on
record. An extreme heat wave that affected much of
Western North America and Canada from late June
through mid-July has registered record high
temperatures close to 50℃  and caused a number of
fatalities. In Sicily, the highest ever recorded
temperature reached close to 49℃ in August. In Greece
and Turkey, thousands had to flee from home to
escape from the ravages of wildfires caused by the
excessive high temperatures. Our small island was not
spared either from the intense heat as three
consecutive heatwaves were registered during the
period of July and August, with the first two covering an
unbroken spell of seven days. Meanwhile torrential
flooding has battered countries such as China and
Germany, prompting outgoing Chancellor Angela
Merkel to declare publicly that Germany must be do
more to fight climate crisis.

Introduction – Quo Vadis Humanity?

The first part of the manifesto emphasised
Aristotle’s view that man deep down is a political
animal, and a good life requires some form of
political state. It was acknowledged that the well-
being to which every citizen is entitled may be
dependent on four basic requirements - a family
which provides social order and stability,
organisational life that provides meaningful work, a
sense of individualism that allows free expression of
creativity and innovation and a market that allows
the satisfaction of wants.

However, the attainment of a good life that
humanity seeks for its future is under severe threat
unless the problems of climate change and
environmental degradation are adequately and
urgently addressed.
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The United Nations Inter-governmental Panel for
Climate (IPC) issued a report in August 2021, three
months ahead of a key world climate summit in
Glasgow, known as COP26. The report while issuing a
code red alert for humanity makes it clear that human
influence mainly through the emission of greenhouse
gases trapped in the earth’s atmosphere has warmed
the atmosphere, oceans, and lands.

The Paris Climate Agreement that was signed six years
ago in 2015 by 196 government members of the
United Nations pledged to keep the world’s average
temperature from rising above 2℃  than it had been
before the pre-industrial times – with an initial target
of 1.5℃ over the coming years.

There seems to be consensus among the scientists
community that if drastic action is not taken now, the
1.5℃ target will be reached much earlier than originally
envisaged, possibly before the end of this decade. 

As stated in the UN report, once temperatures exceed
1.5℃ , a catastrophe on a huge unimaginable scale
beckons for humanity. Scientific evidence has
persistently shown that climate change is contributing
to rising sea levels, shrinking of ice sheets in Antarctica
and the Artic, habitat destruction, loss of biodiversity
due to drought, flooding and firestorms,
disappearance of coral reefs and wild forests, and
severe disruptions in the delicate balance of eco-
systems. 

Time Magazine in its 2021 April 26/May 3 issue declared
on the front cover: 'Climate is Everything.’ The
Economist, in its 2021 July 24th - 30th edition could
not have said it better: ‘No Safe Place – The 3℃ Future.’

As David Attenborough stated in an interview given to
the BBC, ‘humanity will be faced with the collapse of
everything that gives us security – food production,
access to freshwater, habitual and ambient
temperature and ocean food supplies. And if the
natural world can no longer support the most basic of
our needs, then the rest of civilisation is likely to break
down.’

While climate change is at present overshadowing all
the other issues related to the degradation of the
environment, there are other serious environmental
problems which may have been caused by human
negligence and indifference. These include the massive
deforestation of the Amazon and other wild forests,
over-fishing of the oceans, extinction of species, air
pollution, light pollution, acid rain and the transmission
of infectious diseases (as highlighted by the worldwide
havoc wrought by the recent covid-19 virus).

The Manifesto argues that while climate change should
remain at the top of the environmental agenda, all
proposed solutions should be related to the problems
that have been caused by the onset of the industrial
revolution in the mid-nineteenth century. In its wake,
the industrial revolution has created six major
repercussions on the environment.
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REPERCUSSIONS OF 

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
Impact on the Environment

World population has increased
from 1.2 billion in 1850 to 7.9
billion in 2021 and is projected on
current trends to rise further to 9.5
billion by 2050.

 1. DEMOGRAPHIC EXPLOSION

An urban sprawl that has severely
encroached on the natural habitat.

2. RISE OF OVER-CONGESTED CITIES

The mass production that followed
industrialisation has contributed towards
overexploitation of natural resources that
outstrips by far their preservation.

3. MASS PRODUCTION

Increased use of fossil burning such as
coal, oil, and diesel to cope with the
additional demands of our energy and
transport needs, is being the main
contributor of  carbon intensity trapped
in the atmosphere.

4. HEAVY USE OF FOSSIL FUELS 

Industrialisation has led to aggressive
farming and fishing practices that have
contributed further to the shrinking of
the natural environment and overfishing
of the oceans.

5. INDUSTRIALISED FARMING & 
FISHING 

An inability to manage human waste –
chief among them plastic and nuclear
waste.

6. POOR WASTE MANAGEMENT
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The Industrial Revolution – a revolution or a curse ?

When the present state of the environment is assessed
and compared with pre-industrial times, it is clear that
the economic and political systems of humanity across
the world have utterly failed to address the adverse
effects related to the sustainability of the environment.
We disagree with the views expressed by ‘The
Economist’ that we should accept the reality of global
warming and find solutions as to how we can adapt to
the consequences of the increased temperatures.
Rather than subscribing to this view, the manifesto
argues that we should understand the problems of
human nature in both the economic and political
systems and try to reform or adjust our policies,
lifestyles, and aspirations accordingly.

The Economic Problem

The transformation from a hunter-gathering
community to a farming society marked the first
paradigm shift in the economy. This economic
transformation has made possible the management of
a surplus of agricultural produce that could be stored,
consumed later, or bartered with other products. 

As Yannis Varoufakis aptly explains in his book ‘Talking
to My Daughter About the Economy’, the management
of this surplus was behind the revolutionary change
that led to developments in writing (to keep records of 

storage) and debt, while necessitating the creation of a
state that could safeguard property rights and regulate
transactional activities through a trustworthy medium
known as money. 

The biggest curse of civilisation has however resulted
in the commodification of every type of human
activity that is ultimately influenced by social actions
through the interaction of demand and supply. In this
process, the human being has become an economic
animal who rations the limited resources available in
order to satisfy his unlimited wants and expectations.
The quest for endless economic growth is born from
the ingrained human condition that a certain degree of
material satisfaction can only be attained if there is a
marked improvement over time in the economic
situation.

Following the fall of communism in the former Soviet
Union and East European countries, a sense of global
consensus has prevailed that the invisible hand of the
market has proved to be more efficient and viable than
centralised planning in the allocation of resources.
Even China, forced by the imperatives of the global
economy, had to embrace the principles of the free
market system whilst retaining the one-party state in
this political spectrum.  
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Such a consideration will also force us to question how
we shall be spending our time on the planet as we feel
obliged to reduce human activity. Maybe we need to
think more about how we can enjoy more time in
natural surroundings or be engaged in community
groupings.

We also have to take notice of the perennial economic
problem that is likely to continue to haunt us in our task
of addressing climate change and the protection of
environment. This is the question of inequality –
whereby people will always be reluctant to accept to
lower their standard of living and well-being for the
benefit of the environment unless it is matched by a
similar proportionate share from people who are higher
on the economic and social scale This ultimately
extends to nation-states and has been behind the
torturous negotiations of carbon cuts in the last UN
Paris Climate talks, five years ago.

Put simply, climate change and environmental
protection require strong government – both at
national and international levels. Unfortunately as we
argue, our political systems have not as yet been up to
this task.

But as the world economies have converged towards a
free-market model that is balanced with some state
intervention, international financial institutions and
credit ranking agencies have not yet fully addressed one
of the fundamental flaws of the invisible hand – that our
economic systems irrespective of the left/right wing
ideology have miserably failed to adequately address
the negative impact on the environment caused by
human activity in the economic sphere. The British
economist Arthur Pigou explained that market failure
occurs when there is a difference between the social
effects (the impact on everyone) and private effects
(ones that only affect the person producing the
externality).

It is therefore a tragic reality that the GDP measure
which is renowned internationally as the best indicator
for a country’s standard of living focuses mainly on the
monetary private costs and benefits while ignoring the
social impact. Until and unless this economic measure is
reformed, the zeal for endless economic growth at a
great cost to the environment will remain the driving
force behind our aspirations and wants for the future. 

It has to be pointed out, though, that investment in
renewable energy industries such as solar panelling and
electric vehicles have incentivised many consumers to
switch over to such ‘green’ products as the prices drop
further and generate more savings. The growth in
digitisation of many services has also led to a sharp fall
in prices and costs. In this regard, the free-market
principles play a valuable role for the rational economic
human being to reduce the carbon footprint without
sacrificing any loss of income.

The question though remains whether the reduction in
carbon emissions from new technological products and
digital services are adequate to meet the 1.5℃ target as
set out in the Paris Accord. 

Humanity must take more radical action to change its
lifestyle that cuts down on work, consumption, and
leisure. The dietary intake on factory meat processed
products that results from intensive agricultural and
fishing practices should also be re-assessed in the light
of the global warming crisis. As humans tend to be
creatures of habit, it will not be an easy task to bring
about such a paradigm shift. Voluntary will tend always
to remain an elusive task in achieving this goal. 
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The authoritarian government can ironically be
deemed to be more effective than the democratic
model in tackling climate change and environment
protection given that citizens have to abide with the
imposed measures from above – whether they like
them or not. China, as a matter of fact, looks well on
track to fulfil the pledges it made at the Paris
conference to cut carbon dioxide emissions. 

Nevertheless authoritarian government have their
own inherent problems to deal with. A policy geared
towards climate change and the environment
remains dependent on the key influential persons in
power. Such a problem can be further compounded
by the lack of accountability, transparency, and public
debate that are embedded in the values of any
normal democratic system. An electorate that is
unable to question or challenge its rulers can be
offered little guarantee of what real action or progress
is truly being achieved in the environmental field.

Historical experience has also shown us that the top
concern of any authoritarian government is to deflect
at all costs any criticisms or protests that are levelled
against it. In such situations, it is tempting for
authoritarian government to pursue populist
measures, pointless projects, and the cultivation of
other feel-good factors to keep their citizens satisfied.
These policies can easily override the urgent priority
that the environment issue demands.

The greatest challenge to address climate change
remains though at the international level. Climate
change and other environmental issues such as the
Amazon have a global impact that call for global
solutions, while requiring implementation at local or
national level.  The United Nations which is the best
international institution to deal with global solutions,
is at times seen to be ineffective due to the political
bickering that occurs among nation states and the
great economic gap between developed and
developing countries.

Political Systems

The representative form of democracy prevalent in the
West is unfortunately being held hostage by the
diversity of presidential candidates and political parties
competing against each other to appeal to the broadest
interests of the electorate. If the electorate does not
consider climate or environmental degradation as a top
priority issue, political action in this regard can easily fall
off track or be side-lined to other issues that are
deemed to be more important – say migration,
terrorism, job security or protection against globalised
markets. 

We have already seen this situation arising in the past
five years with the election of Donald Trump in the
United States (2016–2020) and Jair Bolsenaro in Brazil
(2018- ). Immediately after his election to the White
House, Donald Trump pulled out the United States
from the Paris Accord. His top priority was the
development of projects relating to oil pipeline projects
and drilling of oil reserves in Alaska. 

On the other hand Jair Bolsernaro has encouraged
further the development of agricultural and mining
industries in the Amazon rainforest defying the pleas of
the scientific community that such development will
have a negative irreversible impact throughout the
whole world. He went further than that by cutting
funding to federal agencies that have the power to fine
and arrest farmers breaking environmental laws. These
actions tended to be sustained by his continuous calls
into question as to the validity of the deforestation data
provided on the Amazon.

The possible election of such climate sceptics or
deniers in any democracy may confirm the well held
belief that the representative democracy model is
based on the rule of an elite that guards its own self-
vested economic interests, while being constantly
forced to seek compromise with the demands of
different lobby groups in order to legitimise itself.
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The human population cannot simply remain
growing while the resources of the planet are
shrinking. Of course, this does not mean
advocating sterilization or free access to
abortion in order to keep the population in
check. The best tool always remains educational
campaigns that reduce unwanted pregnancies
and birth of children from different and
unstable relationships. Every country should
have a targeted rate of sustainable population
growth and if faced with a demographic deficit
should perhaps rely more on shared migration
with other countries.

The present habitats and eco-systems should
be identified and frozen from any further
development. They should enjoy international
rights like any other legal personhood to ensure
that they will never become victims of any
economic development. Legal rights might also
ensure that such natural surroundings are given
the protection and attention they deserve. On
this binary, humanity urgently needs to
commence a worldwide program of
reforestation of lost habitat and rewilding of our
oceans and seas.

At a minimum, these issues must be urgently
addressed if there is to be any hope for dealing with
climate change and environmental protection.

The solutions to climate change and the environment
demand greater foresight and a wider vision from our
political leaders as they gather for the forthcoming
COP26 summit in Glasgow. They must not allow geo-
political and economic considerations override the
existential threat humanity is facing from the planet’s
climate and environment. It has also to be kept in mind
that pledges made during the summit to cut carbon
dioxide emissions will not be enough on their own.

They have to be matched and reinforced with concrete
actions that produce tangible results based on
verification tools utilised by any autonomous
organisations. Are the world leaders of the United
States, Russia, China, the EU, Japan, India ready to
surrender some of their sovereign powers to an
independent body like the United Nations to comply
with the reduction in carbon dioxide emissions that are
being prescribed? Are they ready to cut down on over-
fishing or scale down some of their aggressive farming
practices? Is Brazil ready to stop the increasing rate of
deforestation that is currently occurring in the Amazon?

The Manifesto may not be too hopeful on this score. But
following the disastrous effects of the natural calamities
that occurred in the summer of 2021, there remains a
ray of hope that human reason may guide political
leaderships to place their full trust in independent
international organisations like the United Nations for a
better collective response to such a global crisis.
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Every country must be encouraged to have a
common basic legal framework that can deal with
the myriad of environmental problems afflicting
humanity – from climate change, to air pollution,
waste, and ocean acidification. Constitutions should
contain adequate safeguards that prevent any
elected presidential candidate or political parties to
halt or reverse any international commitments that
have been made towards the climate and the
environment. Legal frameworks should be based on
environmental ethical principles that also protect
non-human animals and other living creatures.

The production of coal and other fossil burning
industries that are emitting huge quantities of carbon
dioxide should be phased out with immediate effect.
Least developed nations that will be affected by the
closure of such industries should be financially
compensated by any possible economic means.

The GDP yardstick that measures the wealth of the
nations must be reformed to include green
economic measures that reflect environmental
externalities and sustainability issues. The well-being
of the nation must also be judged by other criteria –
such as inequality, work-life balance, community
activities, happiness index, and other relevant
matters.

Every citizen should be made aware of the daily
carbon footprint he/she is leaving on the planet.
Economic incentives should be given to switch to
the use of green products, particularly in energy
needs and transportation and to make further use of
the services offered by the digital economy
(government , banks , education, and health come to
mind)

Every country should have committed targets on the
handling and recycling of waste. The first steps that
must be taken is to reduce the use of plastic,
especially through a reduction in the use of
packaging.

Concerted efforts should be made to rely less on
factory farming and industrialised fishing for our
food supplies. Urging people to convert to a
vegetarian lifestyle is likely to be a non-starter. But
reducing the number of days in week for meat
consumption could be a starting point. 

Finally, educational institutions should widen their
focus on climate change and protection of the
environment. This focus should be maintained
even in the higher forms of schooling at university
levels. All the mainstream professional degrees
such as law, commerce, architecture, engineering
and medical should incorporate climate change in
their curricula. 

Why Philosophy and Philosophers can be a beacon of
hope for the Planet

Ultimately, philosophy and philosophers can be part
of the equation in the continuous struggle to help
humanity salvage the planet from climate change and
environment destruction. As a discipline, philosophy
prods humanity to constantly reflect, rethink, analyse
and address the problems that arise. Philosophers
have made a valid contribution to the analysis of the
human race by challenging some of the prevailing
basic concepts which were once considered to be
dogmas.

The power of reflection sets the human race apart
from any other creatures. Nevertheless history has
proved that the human race has not always adapted
seamlessly to the new scenarios brought about by the
transformative changes. The issue of climate change is
an apt example in the history of mankind where there
was a lack of sensitivity to its calamitous effects.
Humanity has in fact been made aware that its
activities contribute to climate change since 1850,
when Swedish scientist Svante Attehnius suggested
that people burning fossil fuels were adding to global
warming. It had to take over a hundred years for the
first international environmental conference to be
organised under the auspices of the United Nations in
1972 at Stockholm, Sweden and address the first
global awareness of climate change.

And yet still, a code red alert report had to be issued in
this millennium by the United Nations to warn of all
possible catastrophes that can strike humanity in this
century. This is indeed a tragic confirmation that the
warning signs given over the past decade have not
been much heeded by humanity.
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Lynn White claimed that environmental crisis was the
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If humanity becomes truly aware that there is just one
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perhaps be forced to question its place in nature.
Perhaps it might then come to its senses that the survival
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remains part of nature – not as something distinct or
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Maybe such an awareness might serve as a wake-up
call that the solution to our environment problems
cannot remain being done in incremental steps that
are based on compromise and constantly translated in
private economic values.

The readiness to respond to climate change and
environmental crisis also ties in with two other ancient
philosophical questions – what are we living for and
what is the meaning of life? If we are blinded with
beliefs that we can ignore our mortality (with the
comfort of religion too) or that we have the possibility
to inhabit other planets (be it Mars or a heaven), we
can easily lose the sense of urgency to place climate
change and environmental degradation above
economic and political considerations. ‘It’s the climate
stupid!’ should be our rallying call.
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